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Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center Executive Director Retires, New Executive 
Director Selected 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Ithaca, New York, April 13, 2015- After seven and a half years working devotedly as the 
Executive Director for the Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center, David Scovronick, a resident 
of Newfield, retired on April 13, 2015. 

David Scovronick, 67, joined the Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center (DICC) after over 25 
years' experience in business and financial management. During his time at the DICC, he 
was responsible for improving the financial status of the Center saving it from closure in 
2007, and acquiring the right talent to further develop and expand the quality of early 
childhood programming that the Center offers. He previously was the founder and CEO of 
Ithaca Soyfoods from 1981 to 1995, and after several years of living abroad, he returned to 
Ithaca and worked as a manager at Greenstar Coop. Mr. Scovronick will retire to his country 
home in Newfield and looks forward to his international travels. 

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center Board of Directors has selected Denise Gomber as 
the new Executive Director. Ms. Gomber has over 30 years of experience working in early 
childhood education. Previously Ms. Gomber worked as Principal of Beverly J. Martin 
Elementary School in Ithaca from 2002 to 2012, and was Director of New York State Early 
Childhood Programs for birth to Grade 2. She was the Director of Preschool Special 
Education and Early Intervention Programs for ages birth to 5. Her collaborative work with 
secondary students and higher education provides a knowledge base of the varied 
opportunities that are available to our youngest ones as they move along the educational 
continuum. Ms. Gomber also has extensive experience in community outreach and 
collaboration, advocacy, family involvement and leadership, grant writing and development, 
equity and inclusion programming and evaluation. Ms. Gomber has a Bachelor’s degree 
from SUNY Plattsburgh and Master’s degrees from Ithaca College and SUNY Cortland. The 
DICC Board of Directors is confident that her abilities and connections to the Ithaca 
community will help us as we move forward with exciting new development and projects 
such as our new playground initiative. 

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center has served the Ithaca area since the 1970’s. It 
provides innovative, affordable child-care for children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, plus after-
school and summer-camp programs for school-age children throughout Tompkins County, 
on a full-time or drop-in basis. With a whole-child approach, warm staff, pioneering 
educational curriculum, supportive environment, and healthful freshly-prepared food, DICC 
provides a diverse community where children are happy, healthy, and prepared to enter 
their next educational setting. 
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