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Blue Room  
Infants have been learning cause and effect with rolling, 
dropping and pulling. 

Butterfly Room 
We are reading Pete the Cat books and learning not to cry 
over things that happen to us. 

Firefly Room 
As the school year begins once again we are having new 
students come into our classroom.  We are focusing o how to 
be a good friend and our classroom routines. 

Grasshopper Room 
We are saying goodbye to many of our friends who are 
moving on to Preschool and/or Kindergarten.  We are also 
saying welcome and hello to many new friends that will be 
joining our room. 
 

Dragonfly Room. 

We have been exploring and appreciating our community! We 
have gone to the farmers market and enjoyed plums.  We were 
also given sunflowers.  We have been to Cascadilla Falls and 
Ithaca Falls!  In September we are visiting the fire station – we 
will be read a story by a fireman and check out the trucks! 

Yellow Room (After-school 6-12 yr olds) 
Continuing bin work to keep our brains busy!  We enjoyed 
almost daily visits to the pool, explored the Sciencenter and 
went to the Touch Tank to touch the star fish, crabs and 
clams.  We also went bowling!  It has been a pleasure working 
with all your children this summer. 
 

Rainbow Room 
We are learning about our families. We have toured gardens 
on our walks and made new friends – Hopper (dog) and his 
owner Carol. 

Purple Room (After-school Pre-K/Kindergarten) 
With the end of summer just around the corner, we have been 
enjoying the farmers market and learning about farms. 

September is that time of year when we think of happenings that remind us of changes 
and transitions. The theme of Harvest certainly comes to mind and we will be sharing 
what that means with the children throughout this month. This focus integrates ideas to 
explore in and out of our center such as:  hard work that it takes to grow crops; wellness 
that we experience because of good food; exciting activities related to cooking and 
planning together; caring; sharing; growth and change; and many more. Enjoy what the 
children and staff will be doing as they learn all about Harvest time. 
 
Harvest time also leads me to think of a very special person in our community. I take this 
opportunity to honor and thank Alex Ribeiro, Manager of Food Services and Facilities. We 
see him plan, provide and create great purpose in the meals he gives to the children and 
adults. His care, attention and talents are so important and appreciated. He is an integral 
person to the wellness and growth of our learning community. Thank you, Alex, for all 
that you do and the positive impacts that result from your work, knowledge and 
dedication! 
       Respectfully, Denise 
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Greetings! 

 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT INFO  
Kids Coins Can – The 
children at DICC have 
raised $12.28.  That’s a 
lot of pennies!  Thank 
you to all the families 
who have participated. 
(Kids Coins Can will 
continue to the end of 
September.) 

 

Meals – Breakfast is served at 9:00 am; Lunch 
is at 11:30 am; and Snack is at 3:00 pm. If 
you arrive after the start of meal time, please 
make sure that your child has been fed. 

Attendance – Please call the center before 
9:00 am if your child will be later than 9:00 
am or will be absent. 
 

Contribute to the DICC 
Playground Campaign 

 
Contact us at the center, visit our webpage 
www.dicc.org or like us on Facebook and 
share the campaign post with your friends 
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Mon, Sept 7 CLOSED 
LABOR DAY 

 
Mon, Sept 21 

 
DICC Board 
Meeting 

 

How Kids Learn in Preschool 

Becoming Learners 
In preschool, children first learn “how to learn.” They begin to form their attitudes toward school and to see themselves as 
learners. Strong preschool experiences will help a child think, “I am a good learner. I can find problems to solve. I can master a 
difficult task.” These experiences show preschool children the power that learning holds. 

Learning through Play 
If you want to know how your preschooler learns at school, just think about the way she learns at home. When your child helps 
you measure ingredients for her favorite cookie recipe, she’s getting a math lesson. When he makes sand castles at the beach 
and then watches the wave wash them away, he’s learning earth science — although he’s probably not ready to understand the 
term “erosion.” 
In school, preschoolers learn through play in the same ways, with the guidance of their teachers. They experiment with the 
properties of matter at the sand and water tables. They learn phonics when they sing songs together. They master important 
physics concepts like balance and stability as they build blocks at the block center. 

One Skill at a Time 
Most preschoolers are not developmentally ready to keep more than one concept in their heads at a time. Take counting, for 
example. At first, numbers that a child counts in a sing-song manner are just a sequence of words. Then all of a sudden the 
words become useful as the child learns to match them to an amount by counting fingers. The numbers have now been matched 
to a meaning. 

Forming Pictures in their Heads 
“Preschoolers also learn about their world by forming visual pictures — or little movies in their heads,” notes Diane Levin, Ph.D. 
“Each thought they’re thinking is like a frame of the movie. They construct these visual movies in their minds as they play . One 
movie could be about how to make the blocks fit together, another about how to make the blocks into something else. More 
movies might be about how to work with other kids to create what they want to do and how to solve the problems that can 
arise. These mental movies help them get familiar with a process and figure out a situation.” 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/going-to-school/grade-by-grade/preschool/#how-learn 
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