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NEW! DICC Internship Program
We began a high school internship
program in the Fall 2015 as part of a
Park Foundation grant collaborative
project intended to strengthen our
organization as a community
resource. DICC interns engage in all
aspects of Center work, from direct
work with children in classrooms to
office work with our administrative
team to food preparation with our
kitchen staff. The goal is to introduce
young people to the holistic operations
of a childcare center in order to
illustrate what a broad, diverse career
opportunity childcare can be. The
program is targeted towards young
men of color who are traditionally
unrepresented in the population of
early childhood educators, in order to
give all of our DICC students a chance
to see themselves reflected in their
teachers.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to share all that has happened at the
Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center throughout 2015. My transition to the
Executive Director position has been an exciting experience and one filled
with great accomplishments on the part of the children, families, staff,
board members, community partners and all who support us. Thank you!
We have continued a focus on program development in ways that ensure a
strong intellectual, social, cultural and physical environment. This has been
facilitated through day to day teaching and learning, staff development,
family partnering and vigilance of goals, successes and endless
possibilities. Staff have implemented curriculum and assessment that is
child-centered and builds on the continuum of capabilities of each
individual in every classroom. The children are actively engaged in
learning and the genius in every child is nurtured through play and hands
on experiences.
We are working on the beautiful playground build initiated in the prior
year along with capital projects including: painting, building repairs,
plumbing, cooling and heating systems, outdoor paving and environmental
details that positively impact health and wellness that in turn supports all
learning.
It has been a year of enhancing existing relationships and reaching out to
create new ones. We have assessed all of our systems and practices that
make us who we are, so that we live our vision and mission. While going
deeper inwards, it has been a critical year to extend outward to the
community. Our purpose is to best provide for all aspects of children and
families lives within out center, outside of our center and within the Ithaca
community at large.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2015
ASSETS
Current Assets
Total Checking/Savings

84,920.09

Total Other Current Assets

55,414.01

Total Current Assets

140,334.10

Total Fixed Assets

801,391.16

TOTAL ASSETS

941,725.26

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Current Liabilities
Total Credit Cards

881.25

Total Other Current Liabilities

16,462.50

Total Current Liabilities

17,343.75

Total Long Term Liabilities

-156.34

Total Liabilities

17,187.41

Total Equity

924,537.85

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

941,725.26

Operating Expenses

2%
4%
7%
7%

Payroll & Personnel
Program

Occupancy

80%

Outside Services & Consulting

OPERATING EXPENSES
Payroll & Personnel

$ 748,266.45

Program

$ 61,876.64

Occupancy

$ 60,206.47

Services & Consulting
$ 41,405.00

Office

Miscellaneous

Office

$ 17,583.00

Miscellaneous

$

TOTAL

3,753.50

$ 933,091.06

REVENUE & PUBLIC SUPPORT
2015
Program Fees

$ 739,048

Tompkins County

$ 115,859

Program Fees

CACFP

$ 49,357

Tompkins County

Ithaca Comm Dev
Block Grant

$ 34,000

CACFP

Park Foundation

$ 25,000

Park Foundation

United Way

$ 16,072

United Way

Donations & Fundraisers

$ 10,952

Other Misc. Grants

$ 10,175

Ithaca Comm Dev Grant

UPK

74%

Donations & Fundraisers

Other Misc. Grants
UPK

$ 4,175

Total Revenues

$ 1,004,638
In 2015 Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center served

2015

GRANTS RECEIVED

166 children in 135 families

Tompkins County Health and Human Services

$ 115,859

CACFP Food Program

$ 49,357

Ithaca Community Development Block Grant

$ 34,000

Park Foundation

$ 25,000

United Way

$ 16,072

Ithaca City School District—UPK

$ 4,175

Community Foundation—Sandy & David True Fund

$ 2,300

Social Services League

$1,200

Friends of the Library

$ 1,000

Cargill

$1,000

HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR 2015 DONORS
$99 and under

$100 to $249

$250 to $499

Audrey Powers *
Anne & Jill VanLeuken *
Rhonda & Bob Bennett *
Cathy & Donald Julian *
Chi Wah Tillberg *
Dawne Peacock *

Ann. G Gold *
Cascadilla Tree Care
CBORD Inc. *
David Pepe
David Schwartz
Dental Spa of the Fingerlakes *
Dr. Patti Jacobson, DC *
Finger Lakes Running Co. *
Hal’s Deli *
James & Terry Byrnes
Jay & Sarah Giesy *
Jim Morris
Krista & Jason Tripp *
Kionix
Lisa Bontempi *
Mariah Sawyer *
Melissa Enns
Mike & Courtney Gray *
New Delhi Diamonds Restaurant
WBA Research *

Brenda Pepe *
David Heck, DDS *
First Congregational Church of
Ithaca
Maguire Chevrolet Cadillac *
Nancy Thompson

Dee Baptist *
Jay Thompson *
Jean & Roy Wrenn *

Joslyn Smith *
Shannon Perry *
Megan Powers *
Meg & Josh Price *
Michelle McNamara *
Nancy Tresner
Joslyn Smith *
Melissa Plotkin *
Michelle McNamara
Papa John’s Pizza *
Patterson’s Service Station
Sue Hirschberger *
Suki Hall
Susan Yager *
Tami Bogausch *
Allison Vorhis
Brenda Pepe
Christine Brower Hinman
Courtney Gray
David Pepe
Denise Gomber

* Playground Campaign Donors

$500 to $999
Connie Lew & Darren Dale *
eCornell *
Joch & Kirby *
Stephanie Schaaf

$1000 & up
Anonymous *
Anonymous*
Cargill Animal Nutrition
Tompkins Trust Co. *

In Kind Donations
Elaine Quaroni
Ethna Hinrichsen
James Spaulding
Jay Giesy
Krista Tripp

Lisa Bontempi
Meryl Phipps
Sandy True
Sue Hirschberger
Tami Bogausch
William Harris, Sr

OUR MISSION
The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center provides a creative and culturally diverse
environment that fosters the emotional, social and intellectual development of children.
Our successes are achieved through family, staff and community support and
collaboration.

PARENT SUCCESS STORIES

2015 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
This last year has been such a positive year for the
Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center. Our new
Executive Director, hand in hand with the Program
Director, Allison Vorhis, have facilitated many
“uplifts” for the Center, some of which are painting all
inside rooms, giving each classroom a fresh and clean
learning environment; the offices have been reorganized for greater efficiency for families and staff;
and the teachers are also now moving into a universal
curriculum and way to assess and create
individualized goals for the children being served,
working closely with families as these goals are
developed. Specific areas emphasized this year have
included: stimulating indoor and outdoor
environments; yoga for young children; arts
integration; science curriculum; play and early
literacy; school readiness; transitions within and
across age levels and to school age programs; and
classrooms where everyone is seen, understood and
belongs. Our food program continues to encourage
independence and cooperation while our children
enjoy delicious, healthful meals prepared fresh daily
onsite with a focus on using organic vegetarian
ingredients. We see so much opportunity to have more
community building, not only within the walls of our
Center, but reaching out to the community at large to
strengthen what we are able to accomplish at your
Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center!

“We have been lucky to be parents at the Downtown
Ithaca Children’s Center since 2007. When we
stepped into the DICC building I knew we had found
the right place for us. Our children have benefitted
from the trained staff that has nurtured them through
all their developmental stages. They have been taught
how to interact with their peers and resolve conflict
positively, and spent time practicing mindfulness
activities. The teachers have encouraged my younger
daughter’s love of nature by teaching her about
plants, so she now proudly calls herself a botanist.
The location of the Center has allowed for downtown
exploration with walks to local playgrounds, the
Tuesday Farmer’s market, the Ithaca Falls, and
Permaculture Park. These experiences have prepared
our children to enter into elementary school prepared
and ready. We feel so fortunate to have had such an
amazing place to nurture our children’s development
and growth during their early childhood years.”
Mike and Courtney Gray, parents

"It was only supposed to be for two weeks … !!
We brought our son to the Downtown Ithaca Children’s
Center in June of 2015 so they could watch him while
our regular daycare provider was on vacation … and we
never left! After just a few days we could see how
beautifully our son was thriving while being in an activity
-centered, upbeat, happy facility. Being with children his
own age – in a classroom setting – led to amazing
growth. His speech and skills – which had been lagging –
improved immediately.
We hope all of our children are lucky enough to have the
amazing experience that they provide."
Meg and Ian Bishop, foster parents

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

It is once again our pleasure as members of the Board at the Downtown Ithaca Children’s
Center (DICC) to issue our Annual Report. 2015 has proven to be a year where our
organization, thanks to the commitment and devotion of our talented staff along with the
collaboration of our families, continues to advance and grow. It is with great pride that we
declare 2015 yet another year of accomplishment; a year worthy of the legacy of our
organization’s founding while constantly keeping an eye on ways to improve in the future.

The focus of our efforts at the DICC remains our children. As such we continue to emphasize
training and development for our staff in order to best facilitate the growth and development of
our children in preparation for their futures in school and in their communities. Likewise, as
members of the Board we continue to seek ways to improve our ability to support the
administrative staff in their efforts to improve the center. In our view the Board,
Administrators, and Staff are a single team, working together for a singular purpose. Our
children benefit daily from our shared commitment.

In addition to improving the training and development of our staff, we are also committed to
providing a superior physical environment for your children to explore and learn. In this vein,
our Board committed itself to raising funds, designing, and (over the next few months) building
a new playground facility at the DICC. The designed space will provide access for our children
to not simply “play” in the traditional sense, but more importantly gives them the opportunity
to explore the world around them and develop their minds and bodies through imaginative
recreation.

This fantastic new space will only further our ability to develop the “whole child” at the DICC.
We as a Board remain committed to providing for the needs of the DICC as the Center
continues working to serve our community. Our staff and administrators remain the backbone
of these labors, and our appreciation for their efforts cannot be overstated. We are grateful to
be able to celebrate yet another successful year and remain committed to ensuring many more
to come.

We are grateful for the fiscal, human and
material resources from our Community
Partners and Sponsors.

We move forward with optimism and realism and commit to reciprocal positive outcomes for all.
Cheers to 2016!
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