
 

 

Family Communication 

We are reopened...we did it...are doing 

it...and continue to do it!!! It is so great 

to be back together again and so great to 

think about those who will return at 

another time as we move forward. We 

have approached this uncharted territory 

with extensive thoughts/plans/actions, 

clarity, optimism and realism. Now we 

experience it through direct re-entry 

and/or ongoing information sharing of 

what is taking place. Safety, respect and 

belief in the children, families and staff - 

on site and off site - are at the forefront 

of teaching and learning.   

Especially at our forefront is a call out to 

our community to be vocal and active 

against the perpetuation of racism, 

inequities and injustices taking place in 

our neighborhoods, counties and states 

across the nation. We must do the 

necessary work to look within ourselves, 

each other, our  own organization and 

anyone or anything that impacts DICC to 

assure that we eliminate unequal 

childhoods. We will do whatever it takes to 

create and sustain positive, healthy and 

anti-bias development in our care and 

education systems. These actions support 

our mission and we must walk, talk and 

live it as we work for children’s future.   

Joining us, is our new Program Director, 

Tieara Leckey. It is a needed reinstated 

position and Tieara is the excellent match 

for leadership necessary to move DICC 

forward. Please read her bio and welcome 

her to our community. Krista and I remain 

in our positions and are thrilled that Tieara 

is with us.   

 With deep caring & action,  Denise 

Dear DICC Families & Caregivers, 

Our commitment to the needs of DICC families has 

been ever evolving these last few month– even more so 

over the last couple weeks.  We continue to stand by 

ensuring all children enrolled when we closed in March 

are guaranteed a placement to return to between now 

and September 2020.  With NYS phased reopening and 

families comfort levels for returning their children to 

care, this has proven to be an ever fluctuating yet 

steady increase in enrollment.  

We are so thankful for our wonderful staff who 

continue to rise to the occasion.  Some have combined 

with other teaching teams, others are even changing the 

age group they teach.  For Summer 2020 we are 

offering: 

1 Infant classroom for children under 18 months 

(staffed with a combo of Blue & Caterpillar teachers) 

2 Toddler classrooms—Butterfly & Rainbow  

3 Preschool classrooms—Grasshopper, Ladybug 

(Mike & Ms. V have joined Roni for the summer) & 

Dragonfly (Heather & Quane will be spending their 

summer with the older kids as there is a higher need 

in the 3-5 age group at this time) 

School Age full day programming on-site 

This will allow the children to return to friendly and 

familiar faces as we all transition into our “new 

normal”.  Some of their classrooms may be different 

than when they left.  Number of children in all 

classrooms will be smaller to better allow for social 

distancing and ease us into new pandemic protocols for 

the health and safety of everyone.   

We reassure you Summer 2020 at DICC will be full of 

fun and exploration in the safety and comfort of 

familiar friends.  Thanks for sharing your children’s 

bright eyes & smiles (under their masks) with us daily! 

Transforming to Meet Our Families Needs 

Downtown Ithaca Children's Center  

June 2020 
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What’s Inside: 

Special points of 
interest: 

 DICC Reopened May 26th!! 
We welcome more and 
more children back each 
week 

 All of our bills remain paid! 



 

 

for the state of  New York. 

     DICC has always been a community that supports 

diversity and inclusion. These are two things I find to 

be extremely important as well as continue to be 

educated and educate others in. As the new PG I bring 

my years of experience working with children, 

adolescence, and adults from different ethnic 

backgrounds, cultures, family dynamics, physical 

handicaps, and mental health diagnosis. I have spent 

the last five years working with staff on coaching and 

developing skills to be more effective in the workplace 

as well as to manage challenging behaviors. 

     Outside of my professional and educational life I 

am a mother of three amazing children. My son is 18 

and will be attending Wells in the fall. My daughters 

are 13 and 8 and both attend Newfield Central 

Schools. I am always open to feedback and eager to 

grow professionally, mentally, and spiritually. 

Growing up in this beautiful city has allowed me the 

exposure, and the beauty of the diversity that is 

Ithaca. 

I look forward to working with all of the DICC 

community. Please feel free to reach out to me with 

any questions, feedback, or concerns. I am excited to 

be a part of the DICC community, together we stand!  

    Tieara 

DICC Welcomes Our New Program Director 

Unity is strength… When 
there is teamwork and 
collaboration, wonderful 
things can be achieved. 

— Mattie Stepanek 
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Blueberry Muffin & Caterpillar 

It has been an adjustment reopening for everyone, but the blueberry 

muffin room has been doing well! The room is constantly being 

cleaned and we are taking all of the necessary actions to keep the 

children and ourselves safe and healthy. We currently have two babies 

to a team of three. This has given us plenty of hands to simultaneously 

keep the room clean, disinfected and give extra attention to our two 

babies. Pheonix is 11 months, approaching his 1st birthday (yay!). He is 

very active - crawling and climbing everywhere. The next step will be 

walking! Maggie is approaching 7 months. She is sitting up on her 

own, rolling over, and holding herself up on her stomach. Soon we 

expect her to start crawling! We love singing, playing with toy 

instruments, going for walks and exploring the classroom. We’re 

excited for more babies to join us in the blue room at the end of the 

month and as the summer progresses. 

June 15, we welcome back Ms. Bogna to our team! 

Hello DICC Community, 

    I would like to take a moment to 

introduce myself to all of you. My 

name is Tieara Leckey, I am the new 

Program Director at DICC. I have 

had the opportunity to meet many of 

you during drop off as well as pick. 

As the new Program Director I 

wanted to let all of you know a little 

bit about me. I was fortunate to be 

born and raised in the beautiful City 

of Ithaca. I am an IHS Class of 2000 

Alumni. 

     I worked at DICC for about a year back in 2001-

2002. I started and completed the CDA program 

through the guidance of the Center Director. I then 

pursued my AAS in Human Services at TC3. In my 

educational journey I have also received a BS in 

Criminal Justice and a MS in Psychology specializing 

in Applied Behavior Analysis. I have been working in 

the Human Service and Childcare field since 

graduating high school. Prior to coming to DICC I was 

working as a full-time Clinician II Behavior Specialist 

assisting youth with trauma therapy as well as 

behavior interventions. I am currently a consultant as 

a Behavior Specialist part-time at the same agency. I 

am working on becoming a Licensed Behavior Analyst 
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We are so excited to be back open and 

seeing all the children.  Due to the 

COVID_19 Pandemic we have 

implemented protocols and practicing all the safety 

and health standards to ensure we keep everyone 

healthy & safe while we continue to have fun in the 

summer sun.   

Rainbows are taking our daily walks and visiting our 

neighborhood ducks.  The children seem to be 

adjusting great! 

This month we are learning all about flowers and 

plants.  We will be planting seeds and enjoy 

Butterfly 

Welcome back to DICC! 

The Butterfly Room would like to welcome back 

some familiar faces. The teachers are Miss Danielle 

and Miss Laken, who have been joined by a new but 

familiar face, Miss Sarah. Unfortunately Miss Julie 

is no longer working with us and we wish her the 

best - and we hope to see her again in the future. 

The children who have immediately rejoined the 

classroom are Jack, Libertad  and Benjamin, who 

have done an amazing job at readjusting to our new 

normal. We look forward to seeing more of our other 

friends in the near future! Many things have 

remained the same to maintain some sort of 

normalcy and consistency however, we have added 

more protective measures to keep our learning 

environment and ourselves as safe and healthy as 

possible under these new circumstances. We will 

continue to adjust as needed. 

This month the children will be learning about 

different topics including bugs - and why they are 

important to our world, the ocean - and the 

importance of ocean life/environment, Father’s Day 

- and other important people in our lives, and 

Summer - fun things to do in the Sun. We will also 

continuously touch base on hand washing and 

cleaning and other ways to protect ourselves and 

each other. 

Rainbow 

Grasshopper 

We hope that everyone is well and excited to be 

back at DICC! We know it’s been a tough few 

months and we are making strides to get back to 

being normal as possible. We are continuing our 

letter books covering the letters D,G,J,O and P. 

Our current letter is D and our theme of the week 

is Disney. There are a few exciting themes coming 

up which are P (Pirates), G (Garden), J (Just 

Summer) and O (Olympics). We are planning fun 

outdoor water activates for warm sunny days.  

Ms. Kaylee has been working on fun science 

experiments. We will do the mentos and soda 

experiment, and a lava demonstration. Our soon to 

be kindergarten friends are learning and practicing 

addition and subtraction in a small group setting.   

We miss everyone and all the parents.  Look 

forward to seeing and hearing from you soon. 

Please be safe and remember to wash hands!  

Ladybug 

The Ladybugs combined with some 

Fireflies this summer during our transition back to 

“normal”.  Welcome back new and old friends! 

This month we will be learning about bugs.  

Ladybugs, snails, slugs, worms, bees, butterflies and 

caterpillars!  BUGS, BUGS, BUGS!  We will be going 

out to collect slugs, snails and worms to create our 

observation tank again.  The kids will be helping us 

feed them and make sure they have enough water.  

We will be on the lookout for butterfly eggs and 

learning about their life cycle.  The kids will be 

getting dirty and wet so please plan accordingly. 



 

 

Bumblebees 

 

Hello Bumblebee families.  

We hope everyone is doing well as we all effectively work 

through this pandemic. I would like to take time to 

inform you all of what has been going on in our classroom 

as we have returned to our program. The Bumblee overall 

daily schedule is completed for the Summer 2020. This 

includes activities and times blocks dedicated specifically 

for education, outdoor play, water activities and more. I 

will attach a copy for each child to take home. We are 

working on education during our Summer program as all 

children have been out of school and we feel that it is 

important to keep the children engaged with schoolwork, 

as I know that this has been a major impact on the 

children and parents. There will be times for water play 

and water activities, free time and outdoor play. We won’t 

have access to a pool this summer as of now. We will 

supplement with sprinklers, water balloons and more, so 

we recommend sending your child with a change of 

clothes. All families have received the pandemic protocol 

and we are working hard daily to ensure that all safety 

and health precautions are met. We look forward to a fun 

Summer and staying safe. If you have any questions, 

please feel free to reach me at marcus@dicc.org 

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center provides a creative and 
culturally diverse environment that fosters the emotional, social, and 

intellectual development of children. Our successes are achieved 
through family, staff, and community support and collaboration. 

506 First Street 

Ithaca, New York 14850 

Look for us on the web: 

www.DICC.org 

Phone: 607-272-7117 

Fax: 607-272-4100 

Email: info@dicc.org 

Downtown Ithaca Children's 
Center 
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Thoughts? Please share... 

Thank you for your time and 

attention and all that you are 

doing to be as well as you can as 

we establish “new normal”.  

ASK FOR HELP... GIVE HELP... 

Denise, Exec Director —

Denise@dicc.org 

Krista, Operations Manager—

Admin@dicc.org 

Tieara, Program Director-  

Tieara@dicc.org 

Please Share ... 


