
 

 

Family Communication 

It is a new transition time! We are so 
thankful to everyone for doing  an 
outstanding job keeping us all moving 
forward since March. It has been quite a 
journey, to say the least. We have such a 
great community. 

Summer comes to closure and we begin 
some new happenings going into the Fall. 
We continue to be in the Emergency 
Response Status with the Pandemic, so all 
of our protocols remain established and 
implemented. There are no current 
changes in those and you will be the first 
to know should any arise. 

Starting September 8th, we have 100% 
staff and begin striving towards 
approximately 80% children. This 
enrollment increase will be a gradual 
introduction of children (both returning 
and new to DICC) through September and 
October and anticipate full enrollment 
after that. We reopened the Caterpillar 
Room (older infants) and the School Age 
Program relocated to the Sciencenter 
effective September 10th at least through 
October 2nd and possibly longer pending 
ICSD reopening plans. The Sciencenter 
has been so welcoming and supportive to 
us and we are so appreciative.  

We have been very fortunate for all the 

good that has come our way. It is a result of 
extensive work, time, flexibility, change and 
growth. The support for both our exciting 
and challenging days has been amazing. We 
are seen as an essential and positive 
experience throughout the early childhood 
settings as well as the community at large.  

Our staff is a blend of our strong existing 
members and some who are new to us.  Our 
children and families also are our strong 
existing members and soon we hope to see 
everyone back. We know and understand 
that everyone is in varying situations. We 
are vigilant about this and intend to work 
with you individually and collectively. We 
encourage empathy and caring for both the 
positive and tough times and call ourselves 
to action for equity and access for our 
community.  

You will be receiving updated 
communications as we enter this next phase 
of “regaining and sustaining”. Please enjoy 
the information in this newsletter. It 
represents the wonderful planning and 
actions that provide the excellent and 
engaging care and education that the 
children experience.   Thank you for your all 
that you do! 

With respect and caring,  

DICC Administrative Team 

Dear Families and Caregivers, 

Downtown Ithaca Children's Center  

September 2020 
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What’s Inside: 

Special points of interest: 

• CLOSED for Staff 
Professional Development 
— NO Childcare on 
Monday, October 12 

• DICC Board meets virtually 
(via Zoom) the 3rd Monday 
of each month at 5:30pm.  
If interested in attending 
or joining membership, 
contact Krista for 
specifics. 

• School Pictures 
POSTPONED until Spring 
2021 due to pandemic 
protocols 

• DOCUMENTATION UPDATES 
coming this month— see 
Page 4 for details 

Welcome New Families!! 

We are so happy to be welcoming new 

families and children to DICC!  We 

know that joining a new center during 

the pandemic poses new challenges.  

Familiarity with your child’s teachers 

and surroundings feels more unknown 

when you don’t have the opportunity 

to explore and meet them along side 

your child.   

If you have not had the chance already, 

you may request a virtual meeting with 

your child’s teachers as well as a tour 

of your child’s classroom—just give our 

office a call and Krista or Tieara would 

be happy to schedule. 

Please note during this time we have 

discontinued the issuing of key fobs to 

our families as this eases our ability to 

control the flow of individuals in and 

out of our front vestibule.  Once the 

pandemic protocols are eased we will 

return to distributing key fobs.   

Thanks & Welcome! 
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Butterfly 

Caterpillar 

Hello and Welcome to the Caterpillar Room! 

This newsletter is just another way we will keep you 

informed and updated to what is happening during your 

child's days at school. 

In September, we will be investigating the fall harvest. 

We are going to learn about different fruits 

and vegetables which have been growing in the fields, 

gardens and orchards. We are planning to discover how 

these foods look, taste and feel. 

In this month we will learn about different types of 

garden tools such as watering can, rake, shovel and 

garden hose.  We will introduce to the children to some 

of the bugs from the garden like bees, butterflies, 

caterpillars and beetles. 

We will incorporate books, songs and art projects with 

this theme. 

To keep all of our children happy and safe we will wash 

your child's hands upon arrival and multiple times 

throughout their day. 

Please send at least one extra set of weather appropriate 

clothes. We will go outside as often as possible, so please 

bring a sweater or jacket for the cooler weather. 

Open communication is very important to us. We can not 

see each other in person because of the pandemic, but if 

you have any questions/concerns please contact us at any 

time via phone call or by 

sending the notes to us with 

your child. 

We are looking forward to a 

wonderful school time with your 

children! 

Butterfly 

Hello, September! The Butterflies are gearing down from 

warm Summer mode, and getting ready to welcome the 

cooler Fall weather. Some themes we have looked at so far 

this month are Dinosaurs - we learned about the 

differences between herbivores, carnivores and omnivores, 

Camping - we made up our own "campfire" stories, and 

Apples - we got to make our own homemade applesauce. 

The pandemic put a pause on what would've been a field 

trip to the Apple Fest, so we brought the apples to the kids. 

Other themes we will learn about this month are Fall and 

Leaves.  

This month, the Butterfly room has undergone some 

staffing changes. Miss Xiomara is no longer working with 

the Butterfly room and we wish her the best on her return 

to the infant room. We are extremely excited to welcome 

Miss Khadijah back to the center, and to our classroom 

teaching team! We are very excited to see what new ideas 

and perspectives she brings to our classroom. 

We have also said our goodbyes to two of our old friends - 

Jack and Aliyah as they 

have moved on up to 

preschool rooms. We 

will miss their presence 

in the classroom, but 

we know we will still 

see them throughout the center. Later 

this month we will be welcoming 2 new friends - Kyson and 

Matteo! We are very excited for their additions to the 

classroom. 

Now that Fall is upon us, we will be sending home your 

children's Summer gear, and would like you to start 

sending in extra clothes for cooler weather. This includes 

sweaters and jackets, boots, shoes, socks, pants and long 

sleeves. If your child is potty training, please be sure to 

continue bringing in extra underwear, as we don't want it to 

affect your child's progress by not having extras on hand. 

If there are any questions or concerns please reach out to 

any member of the Butterfly teaching team. Happy Fall! 

Teaching Teams 

(from left to right) 

Left: Butterfly 

teachers Khadija, 

Laken & Danielle 

Center: Caterpillar 

teachers Evelyn, 

Bogna & Ysabel 

Far Right: Blueberry 

Muffin teachers 

Lidin, Eugenia & 

Xiomara 
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Rainbow 

Hello Rainbow Family!  We would like to start by 

welcoming Ms. Natia to our teaching team. 

This month our themes are All About Me and 

Occupations. Our goal is to allow the children to begin 

exploring more about what they can be.  We are also 

implementing yoga that correlates to self love and 

repeating affirmations such as “I am enough” and “I am 

strong”.  

We have changed the classroom around to make it more 

spacious and the children absolutely love it. 

We hope that everyone is being safe while out in the 

community. 

Welcome to September! 

This month we are welcoming some new and some 

old friends.  We will start the month off by learning 

our colors!  Then begin to introduce letters and 

numbers.  Our daily walks and trips to the 

playground will continue as we explore the changes 

that we experience in our surrounding throughout 

the fall. 

Please provide an extra blanket for comfortable 

napping and weather appropriate extra clothing to 

transition your child’s belongings on hand for the fall 

season. 

If you have any questions of concerns please feel free 

to call our classroom directly at 607-272-7117 ext. 

232 or you can email a teacher on our team—Ms. 

Heather (Heather@dicc.org), Ms. Tiffany 

(Tiffany@dicc.org) or Ms. Brionna 

Dragonfly 

Teaching Teams 

(from left to right) 

Left: Rainbow 

teachers Maria, 

Resana & Natia 

Top Right: 

Dragonfly teachers 

Tiffany, Heather & 

Brionna 

Bottom Right: 

Firefly teachers 

Ciara, Mike & Ms. V 

Firefly 

As the Firefly Room opens back up with Mr. Mike as 

lead teacher and Ms. Ciara and Ms. Valencia as the 

assistant teachers, we want to welcome you and your 

children. 

To start off the month of September, we will be 

discussing hygiene.  This will include, but will not be 

limited to, learning proper techniques for brushing our 

teeth and lots of practice washing our hands.  Teaching 

proper hygiene techniques will benefit everyone in the 

classroom and at home during this pandemic. 

After some discussion on hygiene, our class will be 

looking forward to enjoying the beautiful scenery Ithaca 

has to offer during the fall time and hopefully many 

opportunities to explore the outdoors. 

Please be sure to dress your child appropriately for the 

day’s weather and provide weather appropriate clothes 

as extras for your child’s cubby.  Thank you! 
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Grasshopper 

Hello Grasshopper families! We hope everyone enjoyed 

the last bit of beautiful weather the beginning of this 

month. We have now transitioned back into our 

original Grasshopper room and are excited to start this 

new school year.  

We started the month learning the Letter A and our 

theme “All About Me”. It was a great way to learn more 

about each other in our first week with new friends in 

our room. The next set of letters are V, X, Y, and Z and 

the themes are Vacation, X-Ray/Xylophone, Yellow, 

and Zoo.  We have fun art activities and science 

projects planned for the month of September and early 

October as well.  

We had a few friends headed off to Kindergarten this 

month.  Ms. Kaylee and myself have had an absolute 

pleasure teaching them and we will miss them dearly.  

We would also love to give a great goodbye to Ms. Ciara 

who has helped us tremendously during the summer. 

She has now transitioned into working in the Firefly 

Room and she will continue to do amazing things. We 

will miss her so much.  

Three new students have joined our classroom.  We’d 

love to give them a warm welcome into the 

Grasshopper Room. We would also like to welcome our 

new teacher Ms. Allie who has joined us to work daily 

in the afternoon as well as a couple days in the 

morning sharing some coverage with Kaylee during the 

fall college semester. We are excited about all these 

new friends and opportunities as we kick off the fall!  

September has brought lots of changes to the Ladybug 

Room.   

We welcome new teachers Mr. Bryant and Ms. 

Lorraine.  New friends have joined us and others have 

moved back to the Firefly Room from their summer 

pandemic visit.   

We have a monarch caterpillar in it’s chrysalis which 

will soon be a butterfly!  Our room even looks different! 

In September we are learning about ourselves and our 

bodies.  We are also exploring fall and the  fall leaves.  

The ladybugs are outside daily for fresh air and energy 

release.  New addition to our weekly routine—Mr. 

Bryant will be bringing his guitar for songs with the 

kiddos every Friday! 

Ladybug 

Teaching Teams 

(from left to right) 

Left: Grasshopper 

teachers Allie, Rishi 

& Kaylee 

Right: Ladybug 

teachers Lorraine, 

Roni & Bryant 



 

 

Bumblebees 

Hello, Bumblebee families! I hope all is well. It’s sad to say summer is 

coming to an end, but I’d like to thank all families for the patience, 

assistance and commitment you have had and continue to have during 

these times.  

The Alex Haley pool is now closed, so there will be no need to send 

swimming gear with your children. As seasons are changing, I’d like to 

request that you send your children in with warmer clothes for their 

comfort.  

School is back and that’s exciting for most, even though it’s not in 

person YET, our children are getting a chance to learn and further grow.  

We are appreciative and thankful for the opportunity we had to utilize 

the main center at DICC for the Summer keeping care available, because 

as you all already know, we have recently made a location change to a 

familiar place - the Sciencenter. This has been exciting as we are able to 

utilize several spaces that the children enjoy. The plan is to continue our 

program at the Sciencenter through October 2nd or until further notice - 

so be on the look out! 

This week we’ve been exploring themes of diversity and equality. Check 

out one of our art projects we have created as a class. 

We are doing our best to continue to provide a safe and sanitized space 

for your children as we still fight against this pandemic. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact me at Marcus@dicc.org. Thank 

you! 

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center provides a creative and 
culturally diverse environment that fosters the emotional, social, and 

intellectual development of children. Our successes are achieved 
through family, staff, and community support and collaboration. 

506 First Street 

Ithaca, New York 14850 

Phone: 607-272-7117 

Fax: 607-272-4100 

Email: info@dicc.org 

Downtown Ithaca Children's Center  
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Fall 2020 
Documentation 

Updates 

It is important for you child’s 
classrooms and our records to 
ensure we have the most 
accurate information on hand.  
All families have updated their 
registration packets upon return 
and as joining DICC.  Thank you! 

This month we are asking all 
families to update the following 
documents: 

• Yellow Emergency Locator 
Card—these allow the 
teachers to keep your 
contact information along 
with the individuals 
authorized to pick your child 
up with them at all times. 

• CACFP Income Eligibility—We 
receive funding from NYS 
towards our meal program 
based on the families we 
serve.  These documents are 
confidential and are solely 
for NYS auditing purposes.  
(If you have updated within 
the last month, you do not 
need to complete again.) 

Please return promptly.  Thanks! 

Thoughts? Please share... 

Thank you for your time and attention and all that you are doing to 

be as well as you can as we establish “new normal”.  

ASK FOR HELP... GIVE HELP... 

Denise, Exec Director —Denise@dicc.org 

Krista, Exec Director of Operations—Krista@dicc.org 

Tieara, Program Director-  Tieara@dicc.org 

Please Share ... 

Thanks to Mr. Mike 

for joining the DICC 

team this summer!  

We will miss you as 

our school age 

kiddos return to 

their elementary 

buildings for school 

this October. 


