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Special points of interest:
•

•

•

DICC is CLOSED for
the Thanksgiving
holiday Thursday,
Nov 26th and Friday,
Nov 27

School Age
Programming on
Wed, Nov 25th will
be at the Sciencenter
8:30-5:30
DICC will be CLOSED
for Winter Break
Thurs, Dec 24th thru
Fri, Jan 1st

Dear Families and Caregivers,
At DICC, we find ourselves in many
conversations where we are humbled
and happy for such a range of
experiences taking place with you all celebrating, thinking, acting, working
together, laughing, crying, helping,
solution seeking and so much
more...This compelled us to share
with everyone how thankful we are to
have you and your family at DICC. We
are filled with caring and respect for
how you manage keeping so much
together in your day to day parenting
and lives, especially during these
current pandemic and uncharted
times. We learn from you. You are
amazing!
Caring and respect creates empathy
and connections in all kinds of
relationships and it is at its best when
it is given and received. It is about
empowerment, healing, dialogue,
curiosity, self-respect, time and
attention. It is rooted in our stories,

experiences and cultures - privately
and publicly. It creates symmetry,
which can mean "the same kind of
different". That is why we feel so
strongly to take these moments for
reflection - verbally and written - to
call to attention and acknowledgment
of all you do and give to yourselves,
children, families and everyone at and
connected to DICC.
Thank you families and caregivers for
our relationships in this environment
that becomes, by design, a second
home, and a whole bunch of people
partnering, trusting, caring and
educating each other.
Cheers to DICC families and
caregivers!!!
Humbly,
The DICC Administration Team

DICC is Thankful for …
The teamwork of our families and caregivers to model and
teach our children the importance of wearing masks, washing
hands and socially distancing. The continued vigilance and commitment of
our families and caregivers to keep the health and safety of each other at the
forefront as we head into the winter holiday season. The creativity of our
community to find ways to connect with our families and friends while maintaining social distance for the health of our whole community. We thank you!!

Join Us in Celebrating DICC Pajama Day—Mon, Dec 7th
In Loving Memory of Mr. DeJour
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Blueberry Muffin
The Blueberry Muffin Room, who recently welcomed Zora,
has transitioned Maggie and we are preparing Rachel to
join the Waddlers. These are such exciting times and
transitions! The group is significantly younger right now, so
the class is enjoying lots of time on the floor - exercising
and strengthening their bodies. Our walks in the fresh

air seem to be decreasing, but we don’t miss a sunny

day when the temperatures warm. So, continue
sending your babies with coats, hats and mittens
appropriate for the weather.
We also ask that as the seasons change
you ensure the extra clothing on hand
is both size and weather appropriate.

Caterpillar
Greeting and Happy November!

sending in family and pet photos for our project approach.

As fall fades and the first hints of winter appear,
we are taking the last opportunities to be
outside and enjoying the beautiful weather. The
children are loving to walk on the crunchy
leaves and enjoying the sunshine.

Later in November, the Caterpillars have begun to explore
the Thanksgiving holiday. Our activities include making a
lot of art projects, and singing a song about turkey.

In November, we have focused on two topics. The first is "I
and my family and my pets" and the second is
Thanksgiving.
We have learned about our body parts and put together a
picture of our face. We have also covered the different
types of pets and how to take care for them. Thank you for

As part of our sensory activities, we use our hands to play
with feathers, pine cones, and other unique textures.
Hellos & Goodbyes—We would like to welcome Maggie and
Rachel to our Caterpillar Room. We also have to say
goodbye to our oldest friends Hazel and Khalil. We will
miss them, but we know that they will each have a
wonderful time on their new adventures in the toddlers
rooms.

Butterfly
Hello Butterfly families,
We will soon be joined by our new friend Hazel,
from the Caterpillar Room; we are looking forward
to her presence later this month.

enjoy our time outdoors, weather permitting, and
our friends will still get quite dirty. Items that would
help include, coats, heavier jackets, hats, boots, longsleeve shirts and pants, sweaters. Scarves and gloves
may also help as we usually get some snow in late
November. If your child is toilet trained, please
remember to continue bringing in extra underwear
and/or pull ups depending on their training level.

This month, we will be looking at themes relating to
closeness and togetherness, as we get ourselves
ready for colder weather. The themes we have
already gone over are Harvest - as we learn about
how crops are collected before colder weather
comes, and Friendship - how being a good friend
And don’t forget to turn into a
helps you in life. Later this month, we will also go
TURKEY
over the themes of Giving thanks - and talking about
Take time to thank someone
what we are thankful for and ways we can give back,
Use your skills to help out
and Turkeys - because what’s November without
talking about turkeys?!
Relax with friends and family
Because the weather is getting much cooler, we are
sending home clothing that won’t be necessary for
these upcoming colder months and winter. We ask
that parents bring in extra clothes, as we will still

Kindness and caring count
Everyone matters - EVERYONE!, and
You make a difference!
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Dragonfly
Hello ,Everyone! Its getting cold out there … brrr.
We hope the month of November finds you well.

be thankful as well as completing some cute crafts for
them to bring home.

During the beginning of November we focused on
sharing and using our words when we would like a
turn with the toys. We will be talking about feelings
and how to work with our emotions. As we reach the
end of November we have begun to discuss with the
children what we are thankful for, what it means to

Please remember that as snow arrives your child will
need: hats, gloves, boots and snow pants. If you have
extras, you may keep a set at school to ease the
transporting of gear daily.

Remember, we are available via phone, email or the
Remind app for any of your questions or concerns.

Rainbow
Hello rainbow
families!!! We had a
great October
celebrating all the
spooky things with
the kids but now it's
November and it's
time to be thankful,
especially with us
all being healthy in
the midst of a pandemic!

in and learning more about manners and when to use
them as we get closer to Thanksgiving.
We will be taking advantage of the few nice days we have
left before snow falls (again) to go on nature walks and
play in the leaves.
Reminder parents please don’t forget to send the kiddos
with extra clothes and warmer clothes now that we are
getting into the colder weather.
Also if you haven’t already done so, please download the
Remind app so that you are staying up to date on
classroom activities and your child's needs.

This month we will be implementing learning binders for
That’s all for now. Stay safe, enjoy the few days of
the kiddos. In them they will have activities such as
warmer weather and get ready for the snow!
ABC's, colors, numbers etc. In both English and Spanish!
We will also be doing a variety of thanksgiving themed
art projects, science projects and more! We will be diving

Firefly
Hello, Firefly families.
We have been working consistently on letters and
learning sounds they each make. Each week we
choose a different letter that we focus on. We also
do a lot of work with our calendar. This helps the
children learn months, seasons, weather, days of the
week and numbers. Any extra work parents can do at
home with letters and numbers would be
appreciated and beneficial for your child.
As we are nearing winter time we ask that each child
has a change of clothes here at school. With the
weather being so unpredictable this time of year, we
also ask that each child has boots, snow pants, gloves
and hats. Thank you for your help!

Family Communication
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Grasshopper
Hello Grasshopper Families!

This month we explore: E for Emotions (What are
emotions? What do they look like, sound like, etc.), F for
Wow, it is already November can you believe
Fairytales (What are fairytales?), H for Hibernation
it?! We hope all is well with everyone and you’re hanging
(what is it and what animals hibernate), and T for
in there in this crazy time.
Thanksgiving (What is Thanksgiving? What are we
This month we want to Welcome Leila & Orfeo to our
Thankful for? Why do people celebrate it?)
room, we are so excited to have them! We also want to
We are continuing to use Remind101 for
welcome our new teacher Ms. JaToni (Ms. Toni). Toni
communication and will be adding Ms.
has been subbing at DICC for a little while and we are
JaToni soon. We plan to send out an email
super happy to welcome her to the team. She will be
with a new link so keep an eye out for it! If
working the midday to pick up shift. With this being
you have any questions please don’t
said, Mr. Rishi is no longer in our room. We wish him
hesitate to email Ms. Kaylee
nothing but the best in his endeavors and will miss him!

Ladybug
The Ladybugs are having a blast with this weather!
We are outside as much as possible exploring all
that we can for as long as we can.
This month the Ladybugs are learning about manners,
friendships, families and thanksgiving traditions.

similar to your own in others. Each day they draw
a friend to find more things in common. Families
can be blood related or made from love. Families are all
different and should be celebrated. Please send in
pictures of your family for our family wall (if you are
comfortable).

Manners, as you know, are very important. The children
Thanksgiving traditions can be anything that happens at
learned please & thank you in sign language and practice
home or with your family or even what the children do at
everyday.
school for the holiday.
Friendships can be formed when we discover interests

Bumblebees
Hello Bumblebee families, I hope all is well.
I would like to start by saying thank you for your
continued efforts with helping us create a healthy and
safe environment for our children.
This month has been great, as we have finally adjusted
to our new location at BJM and the new routines of our
program. We are excited to announce that Ms. Brionna
has joined our team this month. Ms. Brionna has filled
in during our summer program and occasionally during
the school year, so our Bumblebee classroom is excited
to have her join us full time. She brings with her a
positive and uplifting vibe that our kids enjoy and are
familiar with, as well as dedication to help our
classroom in anyway possible. Mr. Mike from the
Firefly Room will be joining our class every Friday to
complete his student teaching and provide a weekly

history lesson. This will give our classroom a chance to
learn about history in the world as well as bring new and
different activities to our weeks.
As you know , we still conduct our daily schedule of
schoolwork, art, physical activities as well as group and
team building activities. Moving forward this month we
will be completing various art projects, some of which
include the Thanksgiving holiday. The Bumblebee class
loves to express what they are thankful for and it is a joy
to listen to each one of them.
As the weather continues to change, we ask that you
send your child(ren) with weather appropriate clothing.
We continue to provide a safe space for your children as
we navigate this health crisis together.
Any questions or concerns, please contact
Marcus@dicc.org. Thank you!
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Thank You
DICC is overwhelmingly
grateful to the many
community organizations
who continue to extend
grant funding in support of
our dedication to provide
childcare—an essential
service—to our community
ensuring we ALL can
navigate the COVID-19
storm. We are thankful the
for support as we continue
to regain our viability as a
non-profit entity. We are
committed to remain open
and provide care safe and
reliably for families in need
as long as we can sustain.
Thank you for your
commitment to DICC!

DICC Enrollment
Openings AVAILABLE
in Toddler &
Preschool classrooms.
Those interested contact
Krista at 607-272-7117 or
admin@dicc.org

Downtown Ithaca Children's Center

Please Share ...
Thoughts? Please share...

506 First Street
Ithaca, New York 14850
Phone: 607-272-7117
Fax: 607-272-4100
Email: info@dicc.org

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center provides a creative and
culturally diverse environment that fosters the emotional, social, and
intellectual development of children. Our successes are achieved
through family, staff, and community support and collaboration.

Thank you for your time and attention and all that you are doing to
be as well as you can as we establish “new normal”.
ASK FOR HELP... GIVE HELP...
Denise, Exec Director —Denise@dicc.org
Krista, Exec Director of Operations—Krista@dicc.org
Tieara, Program Director- Tieara@dicc.org

