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Special points of interest:
•

Useful Resources such as
UPDATED Parent
Handbook will be
updated on our Parents
and Caregivers page on
the www.dicc.org
website in November

•

Emergency Notification
texting will be tested
soon—Be sure your cell
phone number and
provider are up to date
with our office

•

OPENINGS IN
ENROLLMENT—both
toddler and preschool
age groups—Do you
know someone in need
of childcare? Have them
call or email Krista

Dear Families and Caregivers,
This time of year is full of many
traditions within our families and
community. We usually are actively
working as a team in October to prepare
for our Annual Harvest Dinner
celebration.
Did you say, “What’s Harvest Dinner”?!
For those of you not familiar with this
DICC tradition—it is a gathering of
families, both of staff and enrolled
children, for a potluck dinner. This
event annually allows us to enjoy both
each others meal customs as well as
broaden our connections as a
community. Children’s artwork
decorating the tables. Conversations
echoing throughout the building. New
families are welcomed by veteran
families. Increased connections
between classmates and their parents
happen around every corner. Its also an
opportunity for teachers to meet
parents and siblings of the children they
enjoy every day. Harvest Dinner is
opportunity for DICC “family” to
strengthen and grow.
This year we need to keep the health
and safety of our families at the
forefront and will not be gathering .

In 2020 families across our community
are facing unforeseen circumstances.
For many employment has changed or
changes may be looming, interactions
with immediate family have been
impacted and even significantly
reduced, resources may even be
significantly different compared to
previous years.
If we have learned anything in 2020, its
that DICC is a resilient and supportive
community. Our families and staff
rallied when the pandemic initially
impacted our area, donating resources
to each other to ensure no family
unnecessarily went without. Therefore,
this fall we encourage those with means
to donate the food you would have used
to prepare your Harvest Dinner
contribution to a local food pantry or
family in need. For those who are
unsure if you may be able to provide for
the needs of your family this holiday
season, please reach out and allow us to
help you.
As a community we will together,
continue to rejuvenate even while
maintaining socially distanced health
and safety.

Stay Warm and Be Well,
DICC Administrative Team

Family Traditions—Share Yours With Us
Families celebrate a wide variety of
holidays and traditions. Our
classrooms would like to learn, share
and celebrate as many of our DICC
family traditions as possible during
this season.

Please contact your child’s classroom
and share—Maybe you have a book
you read. Maybe there is music
involved in your celebration our
classrooms could enjoy. Maybe you
have resources you could share with

teachers to assist them in
incorporating your traditions into
the classrooms holiday explorations.
We’d love to hear and learn from
YOU!
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Caterpillar
Greeting and happy October!

We will still try to go outside as often as
possible. Please bring in a hat, gloves, and
Fall has arrived and during our daily walks
jacket or coat for your child.
outside Caterpillar children are watching
the leaves change color on the trees.
In addition, every child should have shoes
appropriate to walk outside.
In October we will focus on all the beauty
of fall. We will be learning songs and
In November we will be exploring a topic
making arts and crafts and exposing
"I, and my Family and Pets". Could you
children to the colorful sights of this time please bring a picture of your family
of year. We will mostly concentrate on
to school and if you have a pet also
orange, yellow, red and brown colors since bring a picture of your pet? We
those are many of the colors associated
would like to create a bulletin board
with fall. For our sensory investigation, we for children to see and recognize the
will explore the gooey inside, and smooth familiar faces.
outside of pumpkins.
Closer to Halloween we will create
interesting art projects like bats, ghosts
and spiders that will be "creeping" in our
room.

Butterfly
This month, the Butterflies said many goodbyes
to some of our really good friends - Libertad
and Leila - as they have graduated from our
classroom and are joining the preschool rooms,
Firefly and Grasshopper. They are missed but
we know they will continue to grow in their new
classrooms.

I do want to remind parents that now that the
weather is getting much cooler, we will be
sending home all warm-weather clothing and
ask that you send in some clothing for this cool,
wet weather (pants, long-sleeves, sweaters, rain
boots, jackets, coats, and underwear if your
child is potty training).

Some themes we have and will continue to
If you have any questions please feel free to
explore this month are: All About Me - as we
contact the classroom teachers via email, or our
have been joined by newer friends so we are all communication app, Remind.
getting to know one another better; On The
Farm - as we learn what roles each animal has
and why they are important to us; Pumpkins We didn't get to do our field trip to the pumpkin
farm due to Covid, but we will get the chance to
explore pumpkins using all of our senses; And
how Halloween is celebrated all around us. We
end our month with a classroom Halloween/
costume party.
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Dragonfly
Hello , Dragonfly families! This month we have been
talking about changes that occur during the season of
fall. We have continued to get outside as much as
possible when the weather is nice. We have been
doing some fall crafts. We continue to work on our
numbers, shapes and colors.
Please remember to bring a change of clothes to be
kept on hand at the center for the colder months.
Also, as the weather changes, please provide hats,

gloves/mittens, snow pants and boots to be kept in
your child’s cubby for use during the wet fall days
and winter months.
Our class will be having a Halloween costume party
on October 30th. DICC will be providing holiday
themed snacks. Due to pandemic protocols, treats
from home can not be accepted and extended to
classmates—thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Rainbow
Hello Rainbow families!! This
month we would like to
welcome Roman to our
classroom. It is time to get spooky in the rainbow room.
This month we will be learning with pumpkins, ghosts,
bats, mummies and so much more. Your babies loved
science week and yoga so much that we are going to
incorporate a few spooky projects like ghost rockets and
pumpkin seed slime. They can’t wait to show you all of
their spooky and falled themed art projects.
Parents we have been working really hard on sharing and

using our worlds (please, thank you and no thank you
etc.) this last few weeks. We know that not everyone has
someone they have to share with at home and may not
always have all the words they need to help us
understand their needs but, please help them practice at
home even if that means sharing with you and please
shoulds more like “shlease” or “peas.” Also rainbow
parents please be on the lookout for a parent letter in the
next week or so. It'll talk about new parent teacher
communication and holiday festivities.
See you soon!!

Firefly
Hello families, during the month of October we will
be working on letters and numbers. We will also
continue our discussions about the fall. If you could
continue these conversations at home, that would
be great! As the weather is getting cooler, we ask
that you bring appropriate clothing, so that we may
go outside and enjoy this beautiful time in Ithaca.
There will be a costume party coming soon,
reminders will be sent out. Thank you!

Family Communication

Page 4

Grasshopper
Hello Grasshopper families! We hope everyone is doing
well and staying safe during the beginning of this fall
season. Just a reminder to bring sweatshirts and jackets
for the kids in the morning. We try our best to go outside
as much as possible before winter comes. We are having
a great October learning about pumpkins and apples.
Ms. Kaylee and Ms. Allie are doing a fantastic job with
arts and crafts as well as science experiments based on
our fall themes for this month. For the month of
November, we are planning on introducing our letter
themes beginning with the Letter E for Emotions and F
for Fairytale. We will practice reading and writing our

letters and talking about our Emotions. In the morning,
we have been asking our friends, “How are we feeling
today? Happy, Sad, Tired, or Angry?” this gives us a
better understanding of everyone’s feeling and emotions.
For the letter F, we will have fun discussing our favorite
fairytale characters. We will plan a Friday that week to
do a dress up day dressing up as our favorite Disney
fairytale character (any character that they love it
doesn’t have to be Disney). Please don’t hesitate to text
in the Remind app for any questions or concerns. We
miss seeing and hearing from you all. Let’s have a great
and safe fall season.

Ladybug
The Ladybug Room is moving and grooving! Mr. Bryant
started “Live Music Fridays”. He brings in his guitar and
plays music to the kids. The children are also able to
share turns being “Stars of the Class” by showcasing
their dancing skills.
This month the Ladybugs finished our fall leaves unit,
learned about the five senses, introduced farms and are
learning about apples and pumpkins.

Our class walks to a local playground at least once each
day weather permitting. Snow is on the horizon—so,
snow pants, gloves/mittens, hats, boots, etc should be
supplied for use during the winter weather months. If
any of these items you are unable to provide from home,
please bring it to a teachers attention and we will be
ensure items are made available for your child.

Bumblebees
Hello, Bumblebee families. I hope all is well. I would like
to start with saying thank you for your continued
assistance and dedication to these challenging times we
continue to face. As you know, we have relocated to
BJM, which has been an adjustment for all of us, but it
seems to be going well. The first two weeks at the BJM
location, we thought it was appropriate to get our
children settled in and familiar with the new way of
program as far as sanitization and expectations when it
comes to staying safe at BJM. We have continued our
safety precautions/protocols on top of those of the
school. As we move forward in this month, we will be
blocking off times during afterschool to assist with
homework and reading. In addition to this, we will
continue to have our activity time, arts and crafts. To
give you all an outlook on the after school daily planner,

I will update you with how the time blocks are slotted.
With children arriving at 1:50pm-2:30pm, we start with
free choice and various group activities until
2:45pm. We then provide a snack before going outside
or participating in a physical activity, which has been
time slotted via BJM from 3:00pm-4:00pm. We then
settle in and will be working on school work, reading
work, arts and crafts with myself and another teacher
until pick up. We are asking families to start being
mindful of the weather change and send their children
with appropriate clothing. We continue our
commitment to provide a safe and sanitized space for
your children as we still fight against this pandemic. If
you have any questions or concerns, please contact me
at Marcus@dicc.org. Thank You!
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2020-2021 Tuition
(Effective Nov 1, 2020)

Full Time Enrollment
Mon thru Fri 7:30a—5:30p

Infant (6wks to 18months)
$361/week
Toddler (18months to 3yrs)
$348/week
Preschool (3 to 5 years)
$325/week

School Age ChildCare
(6 to 12 years)
After School

COME
JOIN US!

Mon-Fri 2:00p—5:30p

$155/week
Full Day Program
(School Breaks, Summer Program, etc.)

$255/week

DICC ENROLLMENT OPENINGS
Despite our waitlist, family needs are different currently. DICC has no wait
openings in our Toddler & Preschool classrooms. Please share with family
and friends in need of care. Interests should contact Krista at 607-272-7117.

Downtown Ithaca Children's Center

NOTE: School Age care not provided on ICSD
Snow Days

(Drop-in currently
unavailable due to COVID-19
pandemic precautions)

Please Share ...
Thoughts? Please share...

506 First Street
Ithaca, New York 14850
Phone: 607-272-7117
Fax: 607-272-4100
Email: info@dicc.org

The Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center provides a creative and
culturally diverse environment that fosters the emotional, social, and
intellectual development of children. Our successes are achieved
through family, staff, and community support and collaboration.

Thank you for your time and attention and all that you are doing to
be as well as you can as we establish “new normal”.
ASK FOR HELP... GIVE HELP...
Denise, Exec Director —Denise@dicc.org
Krista, Exec Director of Operations—Krista@dicc.org
Tieara, Program Director- Tieara@dicc.org

